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Preface

The following study of the Book of Leviticus targets adults in a church setting allowing for 45 minutes to an hour for each lesson.  

Lessons 1-2: Introduction

I.  Why Study Leviticus?

A. Leviticus is in the Canon of Scripture.
1.  All Scripture is God-breathed and useful for teaching (Read 2 Tim 3:12-17).
B. Scripture commands it.
1.  Meditate on the Book of the Law day and night (Read Josh 1:8) and follow these decrees and observe them with all your heart (Read Deut 26:16).
C. It is part of the Bible Jesus studied and taught.
1. We are to imitate Christ, and Christ studied the entire Canon including Leviticus.

2.  “It is no exaggeration to claim that the book of Leviticus has had more impact on Judaism than any other book of the Old Testament.  Traditionally, it is the first book taught to Jewish children, and over half of the Talmud commentary is on understanding Leviticus.” (Rooker 22)
D. Jesus fulfills the Law of Leviticus.
1. All of the sacrifices and requirements of Leviticus are met in Jesus for our sake.  

2. Leviticus is part of the revelation of Jesus and his work. (Read Luke 24:27; 44 & Jn 5:39-40).
3.  “To read Leviticus, and to recognize the huge gap that separates the holy from the sinful/unclean, enables Christians better to appreciate the grace of Christ.” (Kiuchi 156)

E. It is impossible to know the accomplishment and work of Jesus in the gospels apart from knowing the requirements of the Law in Leviticus.
1. The New Testament writers assume readers have knowledge of the Old Testament.  30% of the New Testament cites or references the Old Testament.
2.  “It must be recognized that Leviticus was and is one of the most important books of the Old Testament.  It not only presents the entire religious system of ancient Israel, but it also lays the theological foundation for the New Testament teaching about the atoning work of Jesus Christ.” (Ross 15)

3.  “In this book is to be found the basis of Christian faith and doctrine” (Harrison 9).
F. Leviticus reveals to us the character and heart of God.
1.  Leviticus is spoken by God to Moses; it is a direct revelation.
2.  It illustrates the behavior that is consistent with God’s holiness.
G. The focus of Leviticus is on the relationship between God and people.
1.  “Since the book of Leviticus is mainly concerned with the preservation of the covenant relationship between sinful people and their holy God, the principles and theology of the passages are directly applicable to the believer’s contemporary life, because these conditions are not time bound.” (Rooker 45)

II.  Context and Purpose of Leviticus

A. Leviticus is one of the five books of the Pentateuch often referred to as the Law of Moses.  The Hebrew word torah translates into English more accurately as “instruction” or “divine instruction” than “law.” The Hebrew title of the book means “and he called” according to the first word of the book.  This phrase is often repeated showing that God is calling or speaking to Moses these words.  It introduces a divine authority throughout the book.  The rabbinic literature calls the book “instructions for priests,” while the English title Leviticus refers to the Levites but can be understood to refer in a general sense to priestly laws. (Ross 16)

B. The time and place of Leviticus is after the successful exodus from Egypt at Mt. Sinai before Israel is commanded to enter the Promised Land the first time.  This is around 1450 BC somewhere in the Sinai Peninsula.

C. Leviticus instructs the people how to live in fellowship with the Holy God through faithful obedience to the law of holiness.  
D. Leviticus has a significant place in God’s plan of redemption that is revealed progressively in Scripture that will only be completed and fulfilled in Christ’s life, death and resurrection.

III.  Authorship of Leviticus

A. Leviticus indicates that Moses writes or dictates what the Lord is speaking directly to him (50 times).

B. The traditional view holds that Moses is the author of Leviticus (and the Pentateuch) and allows for a priestly editor before the final product we have today.

1.  Internal language and rituals suggest a wilderness setting following the Exodus.
2.  Data from Ancient Near East supports time and culture of Leviticus setting.
3.  References in Ezekiel support the pre-exilic existence of Leviticus as do the interpretations and applications of the law by other prophets.
4.  The religious system and practices are similar to those held in the Ancient Near East at the time of or even before the Exodus.  Some of these include complex religious writings and tent shrines similar to the Tabernacle.

5.  Literary studies of the Biblical narrative have determined that presumed inconsistencies are rather literary devices native to the genre and culture.

6.  Linguistic analysis suggests Leviticus was written in an earlier stratum of Hebrew language than Ezekiel.

7.  Deities in Ancient Near East often had multiple names (Marduk 50 names in the Babylonian creation account Enuma Elish).
8.  New Testament references refer to the Pentateuch as the “Law of Moses” or attribute authorship to Moses (Read Jn 5:46-47; Rom 10:5).

C. Critical View: The Documentary Hypothesis supposes the final form of the Pentateuch includes writings by several authors written over several decades.  

J Source: 850 BC

E Source 750 BC

D Source 621 BC

P Source 500 BC

H Source 500 BC

JEDPH Form 450 BC


1.  Reasons for this view: Wellhausen 1878 and “Yahweh” and “Elohim” issue, repetition of events, supposed contradictions in texts (i.e. Gen 1 & 2), and variations in language and style.
D. In addition to items under B., here are reasons to believe in Mosaic authorship during the Exodus:

1.  “Since the evolutionary model in the field of biology attempts to remove God from his role as Creator of all biological life, one cannot but surmise that a subconscious motivation for the Documentary Hypothesis was to eliminate the supernatural activities of God from the narratives of the Bible.” (Rooker 32)

2.  Regarding critical scholars: “Whatever these men may be as Biblical critics, I distrust them as critics.  They seem to me to lack literary judgment, to be imperceptive about the very quality of the texts they are reading.” CS Lewis (Rooker 32)

3.  “The most logical conclusion concerning the authorship and date would be to recognize the antiquity and authenticity of Leviticus, and to regard it as a genuine second-millennium BC literary product compiled by Moses, with the probable assistance of priestly scribes.” (Harrison 23)

4.  At the root of denial of Mosaic authorship and internal integrity of the Pentateuch as a whole is the denial of the authority of God revealed in Scripture.  

IV.  Themes 

A. Themes in Pentateuch

1.  Gen 1-11: Creation, Sin, Destruction, Recreation & Grace and Mercy of God

2.  Gen 12-: Promise to Abraham and Patriarchs re: Relationship, Land, Posterity

3.  Sovereignty of God & Desire for Relationship with People

B. Focus on Leviticus

1.  Revelation of God:  Holiness, Living, Sovereign, Powerful, Righteous, Gracious, Good, Zealous

2.  Presence of God

3.  Relationship with Israel

4.  Command and Obedience: standards for blessings and curses for God’s chosen nation Israel.

5.  The Problem of Sin: people have a problem with perpetually sinning and violating God’s law and holiness.  Sin requires a solution.
6.  Sacrifice: voluntary and required sacrifices given by redeemed people in faithful obedience and met with compassionate grace by God.

a.  Priestly Duties: role of the priest as mediator between God and people.

7.  Leviticus is in general a collection of ordinances and instructions for the worship and service of a holy God.  It is designed to enable Israel to maintain a proper relationship with the Lord so that they would be a holy nation and a kingdom of priests.  They would be a light to the nations revealing the sovereignty and reality of God with people.

8.  Law

a.  Moral Law: Ten Commandments.  Superiority over the civil and ceremonial. 

 “The moral law of God took precedence over the civil and ceremonial laws in that it was based on the character of God.  The civil and ceremonial laws functioned only as further illustrations of the moral law.  That is why holiness and love could serve as veritable summaries of all that the law demanded.” (Kaiser 190)



b.  Civil Law: community life and behavior


c.  Ceremonial Law: ritualistic codes


d.  Apodictic (“You shall not…” ) v. Casuistic (“If..then”)

e.  “The law should be seen as the expression of God’s person and will.  The law is something of a transcript of the nature of God…Disobeying the law is serious, not because the law has some inherent value or dignity which must be preserved, but because disobeying it is actually an attack upon the very nature of God himself.” (Erickson 820) 

f.  “Every law, even the most minute ceremonial and civil law, tells us something about Christ because he fulfilled the Law.  Viewed in this light the entire law is normative, for it expresses universal principles.  Or as Jesus summarized the Law, every law illustrates the principles of loving God or loving one’s neighbor.” (Rooker 76)

V.  Summary of New Testament Use of the term “Law” (Verbrugge 389-391)

A. New Testament writers use the Greek word nomos when translating the Hebrew word torah or “law.”  In the New Testament, the term nomos occurs 194 times; 119 are uses in Paul’s letters.  Paul’s use of nomos may refer to the Pentateuch (Rom 3:21; Gal 4:21), the whole of Scripture (Rom 3:19; 1 Cor 14:21), and/or the Mosaic law and the Ten Commandments in particular (Rom 2:14, 17; 3:28, 7:12; Gal 5:3).
B. Jesus sums up the Law in the greatest commands  (Read Mt 22:34-40).
C. Jesus speaks of his relationship to the Law (Read Mt 5:17).
D. In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus elaborates on the Law (Discuss Mt 5-7).
E. In the Parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus illustrates obedience to the Law (Discuss Lk 10:25-37).
F. The New Testament shows that it is possible to satisfy the Law fully only through fellowship with Christ and being in Him, not by working righteousness but by putting on His righteousness and resting in Him.  The Law is not a way to salvation.  Jesus became a curse for us (Read Gal. 3:13) and fulfilled all the obedience required by the Law (Read Phil 2:8) to gain salvation for those who believe (Read Rom 10:4).  We are called to fulfill the Law of love in Christ (Read Rom 10:8-10 & Gal 6:2).
G. The New Testament’s view of the function of the Law versus Grace (Read Rom. 5:20-21)

a.  The Law is viewed as a paidagōgos, “a custodian or tutor” like “a slave whose duty it was to take a pupil to school and to supervise his conduct.” The Law shows people the wretchedness of sin, and it does not save but produces desperation for salvation that can only be had in Christ. (Read Gal 3:23-25).
H. Justification comes by Faith apart from the Law (Read Rom 3:21-28)  NOBODY is justified by the Law, no matter how good he or she is (Read Heb 7:18; 10:1-4).  Jesus is mediator of a better covenant founded on better promises (Heb 8:6-13).
We will unpack the New Testament examples of Christ’s fulfillment of the Law in Leviticus  and references to Leviticus as we expound on the particular verses in future.

Lesson 3
I.  Offerings and Sacrifices (Chps 1 – 7) Here we will discuss the Tabernacle and the arrangement of the holy things to illustrate the facilities for the sacrifices.

A.  The Burnt Offering (Lev 1)

1. Referred to as the “holocaust offering” because everything is burnt on the altar.  The Hebrew term suggests an “ascending” sacrifice that rises up to God.  It is the only offering in which everything is burned on the altar.

2. It is the most frequently made sacrifice and belongs completely to God.
3. It is a voluntary offering that any Israelite might offer in worship to the Lord.

4. Those able to would bring a young male bull, a sheep or a goat from their flock without any defect.  The poor could bring a bird.  Nobody was to be excluded for lack of an offering.  

5. This is also the regular offering made by the priests in the mornings and evenings and at scheduled feasts.  The fire was to burn continually before the Lord.

6. The worshipper would place his or her hand on the head of the animal, kill it, skin it and chop it up.  The priest would collect the blood and splash it on the altar and burn the animal.

7. The offering makes an aroma pleasing to the Lord.

A-B.
Meaning for Israel
1. Good News!!! God made a way that people could approach him and find favor with him, gaining forgiveness of sins and therefore not be destroyed (Read Ps 78:38; Is 6:7).
2. A person could not approach the Lord’s presence without a sacrifice that provided substitutionary atonement for their sins.

a. Atonement:  “at-one-ment;” restoration of fellowship with God, expiation or purging of sin, covering of sin, brings about peace with God.  “By the sacrifice (or perhaps what the sacrifice represented) the worshiper was cleansed of impurities and became reconciled or at one with God.” (Ross 93)  It may be said that the sacrifice pays the ransom for the believer.  

3. The person is taking a perfect animal from his or her flock (a costly sacrifice) and placing his or her hand on it in identification with it (its life for the worshiper’s life).

4. The sacrifice’s blood is spilled; its “life” is poured out before God on behalf of the worshiper.

a. The term “the life is in the blood” is often repeated in the Scripture to emphasize the significance of the spilling of blood.  

· sacrifice in the Garden of Eden
· blood of Abel crying out

· blood of the Passover sacrifice

Without the shedding of blood in sacrifice, there is no forgiveness (Heb 9:22).
5. The offering was accepted by God because of the person’s faith in what the sacrifice represented.  God used it as a means to forgive sins and maintain fellowship with his chosen people.  Forgiveness and purification were graciously bestowed not because of the animal but because of what the animal represented in God’s plan of redemptive history.  It represented the perfect sacrifice that would one day be offered as atonement for sins once and for all. 

A-C.  Significance of Christians

1. Jesus is our atoning sacrifice

a. Lamb of God who takes away our sins and the sins of the world (Jn 1:29).
b. Christ is our substitutionary sacrifice for sins (Read 2 Cor 5:17).
c. We identify with Christ’s death, as it is our sins for which the accumulation of God’s wrath destroyed him on the cross (Read Gal 2:20).
d. Christ gave himself fully to God as the burnt offering.  We also are to give ourselves fully to God.  

e. Apart from the Christ, there is no acceptance with the Father (Read Jn 14:6).
f. Because our sins are atoned for and we are reconciled to God through Jesus, we may confidently approach him confessing our sins and receiving forgiveness (Read 1 Jn 1:9).
g. The life of Jesus in his blood poured out for us (Read Mt 26:27-29 & Heb 12:24).
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B.  The Grain Offering (Lev 2)

1. Voluntary offering (gift) for various contexts

2. The Hebrew term can mean “grain,” “cereal” or “meal” offering.

3. Grain prepared with oil, salted (salt of the covenant) and never with yeast or honey.

4. The priest placed some of it (a memorial portion) on the altar to be burned and kept the rest for consumption by the priests.

5. The memorial portion would create a pleasing aroma to the Lord.

6. Often offered with a burnt offering and/or a fellowship offering; it is a gift to the Lord.

B-B.  Meaning for Israel

1. God accepts gifts from worshippers although he owns everything.  

2. God expects his people to bring him gifts and to support those who serve him.

3. Salt is a preservative and signifies that the covenant of God cannot be destroyed or decay.  When some covenants were made during ancient times, the parties ate the “salt of the covenant.” “To add salt to the covenant was a reminder that the worshiper was in an eternal covenant relationship with God.  This meant that God would never forsake him, and also that the worshiper had a perpetual duty to uphold and keep covenant law.” (Wenham 71)

4. The grain offering honored God as Lord of the earth and the harvests.

5. It was a form of dedicating one’s labor to God.

6. The exclusion of leaven and honey from the bread may be because they were associated with pagan sacrifices.  This is an indication of God’s call for the Israelites to be a holy nation set apart from the world.  They may also be excluded because they caused fermentation resulting in corruption of the offering; this leads to the same significance as a reminder to avoid the corruption of the world.

7. Oil is used to consecrate things to the Lord; it also often signifies joy in the Scriptures.  The oil makes the offering a joyful offering pleasing to the Lord.

B-C.  Significance for Christians

1. Shows us that God has instilled a process of bringing him gifts that provide sustenance for spiritual leaders and others in need (Read Phil 4:18-19).
2. Shows that God accepts and desires the dedication of the fruits of our labors to his service and worship, as we recognize that all we have is his.  It is a token of offering ourselves to God, something Paul urges us to do as living sacrifices (Read Rom 12:1).
3. Jesus is the Bread of Life offered on our behalf to God.  (Read Jn 6:32-35)  “As the grain was bruised and crushed to make the sacrifice for the ancient Israelite, so the living Bread was bruised and crushed for all who believe.” (W. Kaiser quoted by Rooker 99)  By partaking of the flesh and blood (the meal) of Christ, we become offerings in Him acceptable and pleasing to God (Read Jn 6:48-58).
4. When we celebrate the Eucharist, the bread represents the sacrificial body of Christ that is the symbol of our communion with God.  It is an offering shared by God and the worshiper.

5. We are not to become corrupted by the yeast (leaven) or honey of this world’s practices.

6. We are to be full of joy and to be cheerful givers (Read 2 Cor 9:6-8).
7. We are called by Jesus to be the salt of the earth and to have salt in ourselves keeping ourselves and the world around us free from corruption and sin.
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C.  Fellowship (NIV)/Peace (ESV) Offering

1. The Hebrew term for the offering indicates “wholeness,” “welfare” and “peace.”
2. Male or female animal from the flock or herd offered with cakes or wafers.

3. The fat of the offering was burned on the altar and the breast waved before the Lord.

4. The right thigh was given to the sacrificing priest as his portion for consumption and the breast was shared between the priests and their families.   The remaining portion was returned to the offerer for consumption with his or her family and friends.

5. This is a voluntary sacrifice given for thanksgiving, completion of a vow, or a joyful offering to the Lord.

6. The worshiper places his or her hand on the offering to transfer guilt and then slaughters the animal.  The priest sprinkles the blood on the altar.

C-B.  Meaning for Israel

1. The shared meal among the priests, family and friends of the offerer indicates celebration of communion, fellowship and peace between God and humans in the community of the redeemed.

2. The worshiper’s guilt and sin is transferred to the offering.  The blood sprinkled on the altar symbolized the substitutionary life spent for sin.  The worshiper is reminded again that without a sacrifice of death for sin he or she cannot approach God.

3. The fat of the offering was probably viewed as giving the best portions of the sacrifice to God (despite our views today of fat portions).  It indicated that in our relationship with God we give him the best of ourselves.  This is also indicated by the wave offering.

C-C.  Significance for Christians

1. We see the desire by God for communion with us in the code of sacrifices for Israel.  He wants us to look to him in gratitude and joy and to celebrate our fellowship with him.  It also reminds us that the fellowship and peace we have with him comes at the price of a substitutionary sacrifice that for us is Jesus.  (Read 1 Thes 5:16-18 & John 17:20-26)

2. Peace with God comes only through the accepted offering: Jesus (Read Rom 5:1-8)

3. We celebrate this fellowship with God during communion when we partake of the sacrificial body and blood of Jesus.

4. This is a reminder that all good things come from God and that he is worthy of our joyful praise and thanks. (Read James 1:16-18)

D.  Sin Offering

1. This is a compulsory sacrifice also referred to as a purification offering.

2. The word sin means to “miss the mark” or to “fail.”  The offering is to cleanse the worshiper(s) from sin and the defilement sin has caused.

3. God has designated instructions for the high priest, whole community, tribal leader, ordinary person, and alternative sacrifices for those unable to afford the animal.  For the high priest and community, the priest sprinkled the blood inside the holy place in the Tabernacle.  He sprinkled it outside on the main altar for the others.  The sacrifice for the high priest and community was the costliest animal: the young bull without defect.  The portion of the bull not burned was taken outside the camp and burned.  For the other sacrifices, the meat not burned could be eaten by the priests.

4. The sacrifice included all sins, intentional (willful or high-handed acts) and unintentional (shortcomings and accidental failings of our daily lives).  It also cleansed those ritually unclean for reasons other than sinning.

5. The worshiper placed his or her hands on the sacrifice’s head indicating that the sacrifice would carry the sins of the worshiper. 

6. When a person is guilty of the sins described in chapter 5, he or she is commanded to confess the sin.

D-B.  Meaning for Israel

1. The significance of the procedure for the high priest and community indicates that the high priest represents all the people and that Israel is a nation of priests.

2. God instituted a means by which the priests, individuals and the community could be cleansed from sin or uncleanness.  The rich and the poor were all commanded to bring their offerings to God to receive forgiveness for their sins.  The Scripture emphasizes that their sins were forgiven.

3. God is showing the people that sin was inevitable, and he graciously facilitates their means of gaining forgiveness.

4. The person offering the sacrifice had to interact with the priest and God in this process.  He or she came face to face with guilt, death and atonement.  The sin offering could not be effectively administered lackadaisically.  The blood applied inside the Tabernacle and on the altars indicated that the relationship between God and the people had been jeopardized and needed (and received) repair.

5. God cannot withstand any defilement or corruption in his presence.

D-C.  Significance for Christians
1. Christians are called a “kingdom of priests,” and sin is a serious matter that hinders the priest’s witness and ability to serve God and minister to people, so it has to be dealt with in a serious manner.  Sin cannot go unpunished by God.  Fortunately for us, the punishment was levied on the cross; however, it still has consequences in our lives.
2. We do not have to hold onto our sins but can confess them and be forgiven of them and restored to righteousness. (Read Prayer of Confession from BCP Morning Prayer I)  Even as Christians, our hearts continually are wicked and deceitful and lead us astray.  We are never without need of God’s mercy and forgiveness for sins.  (Read Rom 3:22-26)

3. God makes provision for all to come to him and obtain forgiveness.  What is important to God is not what we are able to come with but that we come  (Read Mt 11:28-30).

4. Jesus died for the sins of the world (community) and for my (individual) sins. (Read 1 Jn 1:7-10)
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E.  The Guilt Offering

1. Similar in ritual and meaning to the sin offering.

2. This applied when a person had violated the Lord’s commands against the Tabernacle, the holy things or his neighbor.

3. The offering required a male lamb plus restitution and an additional 20%.  The person would place his or her hand on the animal and slaughter it.  The blood would be sprinkled on the altar and the fat parts burned.  The priest and male family members could eat it in the Tabernacle.

E-B.  Meaning for Israel

1. For sin causing damage, full restitution plus some must be made.  Guilt requires confession and reparation to the wronged party.  Sin creates a debt that must be paid.

2. Sins against one’s neighbor caused one to be guilty before God regardless of one’s feelings.

E-C.  Significance for Christians

1. When we sin against members of the Body of Christ, we sin against the Lord.  We must seek his forgiveness and those we wronged plus make amends.  Consider the account of Zaccheaus and the Lord’s command to restore fellowship with a person before making an offering to the Lord (Read Lk 19:8-9 & Mt 5:23-24).
F.  Jesus as Sacrifice

2. Jesus fulfills all of the above offerings in his death on the cross (Read Is. 53 a passage the New Testament interprets as referring to Jesus).  It was by God’s grace that the sacrifices “tasted death” for the people of Israel.  It is by God’s grace that Jesus suffered death and tasted death for EVERYONE. (Heb 1:9)  This death must be appropriated by faith and belief, and he makes us holy and members of his family (Heb1:11) by his blood and sacrifice (Read Heb 9:9-15).
3. Jesus came into the world to fulfill the law (Mt 5:17).  The new covenant provides atonement, forgiveness of sin, communion and fellowship with God, and acceptance into heaven.  Having been “perfected” or “consecrated” in his suffering, Jesus is the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. (Heb 5:9)

4. Through Jesus, we are forgiven completely of all of our sins and made holy!!! (Heb 9:28;10:10,14)
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II.  Ministry of the Priests (Lev 8-10)
A. Overview
1. Moses received precise instructions for the priests regarding their roles in each of the sacrifices (Lev 6:8-7:38).
2. The Lord also gave Moses instructions for the ordination of Aaron and his sons and the initiation of their ministry.  They are consecrated for service to the Lord.  The priests wore specific consecrated garments indicating their stature before God and the people as holy to the Lord.

3. The priests were ceremonially washed, anointed with oil, atoned for by a burnt offering, marked with blood, and Moses placed the bread, fat and thigh of the offering in Aaron’s and his sons’ hands and waved them before the Lord (Explain Hebrew term mille yad-- “to fill the hand” [Moore Notes]) (Read Lev. 8:23-27).

4. Aaron and his sons were commanded by the Lord via Moses to stay at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting for seven days (number of perfection).

5. Aaron and his sons began their ministry by making a burnt offering, sin offering, grain offering and fellowship offering for the people.

6. The consecration of the priests resulted in the blessing of the people, fire from the altar consuming the offering to the Lord, and in the glory of the Lord appearing to everyone.  The people shouted for joy and fell face down (Read Lev 9:22-24).

7. Two of Aaron’s sons were killed when fire consumed them at the altar, because they offered unauthorized fire (“strange,” “from outside”) before the Lord (Read Lev 10:1-3)

8. The priests were charged with living holy lives before the Lord and the people, and they were charged with teaching the Lord’s decrees to the people (Read Lev 10:8-11).  Duties included: 1) giving answers from God using the Urim and Thummin, 2) teaching and offering decisions and counsel for peoples’ problems, 3)  mediation by intercessory prayer and 4) making sacrifices for the people. (Ross 203)

B.  Meanings for Israel

1. God’s presence dwelling among Israel was their primary blessing.  God graciously implemented the Levitical codes with the priesthood and sacrifices as a means to remain in fellowship with Israel despite their sinfulness.

2. God, as  represented by the Tabernacle, the priesthood, and the holy things, had to be treated with reverence and awe.  He confirmed through his presence that he had instituted these things and Aaron and his sons as priests.

3. God was not like the false gods of the pagans.  He proved his existence and glory.  Israel’s God was the one, true living God who created and sustained all things. 
4. Israel was called a nation of priests by God.  As the priests mediated between God and Israel, Israel was to mediate between God and the nations, revealing his glory.  As priests taught the people the decrees of the Lord, all of Israel was commanded to study God’s word and to teach it to their children.

C.  Significance for Christians

1. God desires those who will joyfully worship him in Spirit and in Truth. (Jn 4:23)
2. Those who serve God for the people are to bring blessing to the people (Read Nbrs 6:22-27) not burden them or be served by them.  This occurs by living a holy life before the Lord and by serving the people (Read Mt 20:25-28).
3. God is holy.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever.  Let us not become presumptuous or prideful in our positions in Christ.  A fall always follows pride. 

4. As priests in Christ (1 Pet 2:5), we are charged with knowing the Scripture and teaching them to others (Read 1 Tim 4:11-16; 2 Tim 4:1-5; Rom 15:16).
5. Jesus is our High Priest (foremost priest who had special duties on the Day of Atonement and alone would enter the Holy of Holies).
a. Jesus’ anointing was confirmed by the Spirit and the voice of God at baptism (Mt 3:16-17).

b. Jesus confirmed his appointment by God to the priestly duties of blessing and declaration at the onset of his ministry (Luke 4:17-18).

c. Appeared in glory on Mt. of Transfiguration, and his priesthood was confirmed by God again (Mt 17:1-8).
d. He speaks the words of God and does the work of God (Jn 14:9-11;23-24)

e. Makes intercession for us (Refer to Jn 17; Read Heb 5:7)

f. Offered the sacrifice of himself for us (Read Mt 26:52-56)

g. The High Priest forever (Read Heb 6:19-20; 7:23-28)

h. Meaning: (Read Heb 4:14-16)
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III.  Instructions for Living Clean and Pure Lives (Lev 11 – 15)

A. Overview of Instructions

1. God instructed the people what animals they may and may not eat.

2. -Why?  Perhaps the “clean” animals are the normal land, air and sea animals and therefore maintained integrity to their species.  The food laws made Israel distinct from their neighbors.  May also be hygienic or symbolic reasons for the classifications of animals.

3. What creates uncleanness through contact such as contact with a carcass other than a sacrifice.

4. Childbirth led to a loss of blood (the life is in the blood), so it created a form of unwholeness.  (Read Luke 2:21-39 and note the emphasis on doing what the Law required.  Note that despite the corruption of the temple and the priesthood during this era God provides two “priestly” people to speak the blessing [oracle of divine truth] over Jesus.  This is a priestly duty.)
5. Skin diseases and infections that may cover a range of conditions including swelling, discoloration, scaliness, flakiness, or moldiness would make a person unclean.  Some permanent forms would require the person to live outside the camp or city in isolation.  (Read Lev 13:45:46)

6. Bodily discharges also created a form of unwholeness.  

7. Leviticus does not equate becoming unclean with sin.

B.  Meaning for Israel

1. The purpose of the instructions is for the Israelites to be holy (Read Lev 11:45).
2. The laws placed responsibility on the people to “distinguish between the unclean and the clean” (Lev 11:47) and to seek cleansing when they became unclean.  It was an opportunity to obey God in their everyday lives within the family, community, nation and world.

3. Shows that the holy (God, Tabernacle, holy things) cannot come into contact with the unclean without the unclean being destroyed or the holy being tainted; therefore, God is gracious to provide cleansing methods for the unclean and to warn them away from his holiness, so that they will not be destroyed (Nadab and Abihu).  God shows that there is a proper regard and behavior associated with human actions like childbirth and sex.  They must be treated in the way prescribed by God and not as we see fit.

4. Death is not a part of God’s holy order.  Those unclean are in a sense “dead” to God and to the holy community.

5. These instructions flow from the covenant (vassal type) treaty with God.  God knows what is best for Israel, and though the people may not have all of the answers regarding these laws, they do know God and must trust him.

C.  Significance for Christians

1. The Holy One became utterly unclean on the cross, so that we, the unclean, might be cleansed forever and acceptable before God in his holy dwelling place and become temples of his Holy Spirit.

2. Jesus shows us that distinction no longer is determined by what goes into the stomach but by what comes out of the heart. (Read Mk 7:14-23; Acts 10:9-15 with elaboration)  These verses alleviate the laws regarding food, and they take the issue of clean and unclean to the level of the heart and how we love God and our neighbor (this is also what the prophets had done).  The distinction of God’s people is now based on repentance and salvation by faith through God’s grace. (Read Gal 3:26-29) 

3. The punishment of those permanently unclean who had to live outside the camp forever is what we all deserve due to our own sins.  Again, it is only by God’s grace that any of us may come inside “the camp” to his presence while Christ our high priest declares us “Clean.” (Read Eph 2:1-7)

4. Jesus demonstrated his sovereignty over uncleanness by touching and healing (cleansing) lepers and by healing the woman with the issue of blood when she reached out and touched his garment.

5. The topics of the laws (i.e. eating, bodily health, childbirth, sex, homes) are best experienced in the covenant relationship with God.  In these, we do best when we are led by the Holy Spirit and God’s revelation in Scripture.

Lesson 9

IV.  Day of Atonement (Lev 16)

A.  Overview

1. An annual event that was the holiest day of the year for Israel.

2. The Lord commanded the priests not to come into the Most Holy Place behind the curtain at any time other than the Day of Atonement. (Read Lev 16:1-2) Only the high priest may enter the Most Holy Place.
3. Aaron (high priest) must bathe and dress in simple, pure linen garments and offer a sin offering for himself and his household before he can minister before the Lord.  He must also bring incense before the Lord to conceal the atonement cover or “mercy seat” on the Ark where the two golden cherubim are, “so that he will not die.”  He must take the blood from his sin offering and sprinkle it before the Lord seven times.  He then takes two goats and slaughters one for the sin offering of the people and sprinkles its blood before the Lord.  In this way, he makes atonement for the Most Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting (Tabernacle) and altar (using mixture of the blood) “because of the uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites.”  He then places his hands on the head of the live goat (scapegoat) and confesses over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites.  It is then sent away to a solitary place and released carrying all the sins of the Israelites.  Aaron then must take off the linen garment and bathe and put on his regular, more splendorous priestly garments and make the burnt offerings for himself and the people.  

4. On the Day of Atonement, the people were commanded to have a Sabbath from work and to deny themselves, because atonement is being made for them (Read Lev 16:29-31).
B.  Meaning for Israel

1. Attention on the confession and forgiveness of sins.  Attention was also on the high priest who alone brought the blood of the sacrifice to the Most Holy Place where God dwells.

2. This annual day wiped away all of the sins of the year and cleansed the holy things and the people before God.  The scapegoat carried the sins away as far as the east is from the west. (Ps 103:12)

3. The solemn day of fasting and self-denial brought to mind the destructive nature of sin and the importance of contrition and repentance.

4. It is God and not man who prescribes the way and means for entering his presence.  In a sense, all of Israel entered the Most Holy Place in the form of the high priest on this day.

C.  Significance for Christians

1. As only the high priest entered the Most Holy Place as a mediator for the people, Jesus entered the Most Holy Place as our mediator before God (Read 1 Tim 2:5).  Unlike the earthly high priest who sprinkled blood of an animal and then exited the Most Holy Place, Jesus entered by his own blood and sat down at the Father’s right hand after making permanent atonement (Read Heb 1:3; 2:17; 8:1-2).  

2. Like the scapegoat, Jesus bore our sins in his body on the cross outside “the camp.”  He carried them away forever.  He also was like the goat of sacrifice that was killed because of the sins (Read 1 Pet 2:24).
3. The solemnity of the day, reminds us of the destructiveness of sin as seen in Christ crucified and reminds us of his command to repent of our sins.  Our sins were not merely taken away; they were punished in the body of Christ (Read Is 66:2 & Ps 51).
4. The tearing of the temple curtain in two from top to bottom symbolizes that the way to the Most Holy Place is now open to all who come through Jesus Christ, and I think it emphasizes that God desires that all come. (Lk 23:45)  

5. As stated above, God and not man devises the way and means for entrance into this presence.  Other avenues beyond God’s prescription are doomed.

Lesson 10

V.  Instructions for Holy Living (Lev 17-22)

A.  Overview 

1. (Lev 17) Laws for sacrifice and blood stress the centrality of sacrifices and the sanctity of the blood of the sacrifices.  Those who sacrificed an animal apart from the holy altar or who ate the blood of an animal were to be “cut off from his people.”

2. (18) Lawful relations were given for a covenant people to live long in the Promised Land. 
3. (19) God showed that the way to be holy as he is holy is by loving him and loving one’s neighbor.

4. (20) God gave specific penalties for disobedience showing the seriousness of the law and his demand for holiness.  

5. (21&22)  The spiritual leaders (priests) of Israel were expected to demonstrate holiness and were held to stricter standards.

B.  Meaning for Israel

1. Their only religious focus was to be on the Lord in his Most Holy Place and at his holy altar.  No sacrifices to other gods or done autonomously were to be considered.  God emphasized that life is in the blood and that all life flows from him and is his.

2. Israel is a chosen people of God and it is by obedience to his will that they may enjoy a blessed life in the Promised Land given to them by their God.  Disobedience will lead to judgment.  Sexual intimacy is ordained by God but can be violated and perverted.  Such perversions would lead to punishment, so that even the land, the nature of the earth, would vomit them out of it.  The Scripture tells us that all of these prohibited behaviors were common among the Canaanites whom God destroyed.

3. How is holiness lived out? “devout worship, honesty, integrity, justice, charity and love.” (Ross 352)  Each of these laws reveals something of the nature and character of God.

4. God implemented severe penalties for acts against God, the family or one’s neighbor.  These were a threat to the covenant relationship and to the health and devotion of the community.

5. The priests were chosen by God to give him their lives.  Their obligations to God overruled all other aspects of their lives.  They were to continually bear witness to the life and holiness of God.

C.  Significance for Christians

1. Christ told his followers to “drink” his blood and to “eat” his flesh.  His life that was in his blood is transferred to the believer.  He has come to give us abundant life (Read Jn 6:53-56).
2. God’s view of these behaviors has not changed.  Sexual intimacy within a marriage is still God’s one design for healthy sexuality.  Among other unlawful acts, homosexual behavior is clearly condemned in 18:22 (elsewhere in 20:13; Rom 1:27; 1 Cor 6:9).  God prohibits sacrificing children to other gods; this continues to apply today to any form of abuse, neglect or aborting of children.

3. The New Testament emphasizes the law of love and intensifies it to include loving God, our neighbor and our enemies (Read Mt 22:34-40; 5:43-44).  Christians are to be filled with the Holy Spirit who produces in us the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22) helping us live as God desires by fulfilling the law of love.

4. God’s laws reveal a life based on divine revelation of truth and abundant life.  The life God has revealed for us continues to conflict with the life lived according to the culture of this world.  God’s order leads to the good of people.

5. Today, all are welcome into the kingdom of God through Jesus; however, the New Testament lays out higher standards for those who serve God and represent him to others (Read 1 Tim 3).  Ministers are also to exhibit the hope that we have in Christ—not allowing the death and uncleanness of this world to oppress the joy of the Lord that is our strength (Read 1 Pet 3:8-16).
Lesson 11

VI.  Feasts, Sabbaths and Jubilee (Lev 23-25)

A.  Sabbath Day:  “to cease,” The Sabbath day is a command of the Lord and is a sign of Israel’s covenant relationship.  It is a day of rest devoted to God.  The Sabbath reminds people that God created perfection out of chaos.  The Sabbath rest is communion with the Creator.  Israel had been redeemed from sin into the Sabbath rest of God (Read Ex 31:13-18).  Israel did not maintain their covenantal relationship and did not remain in God’s Sabbath rest.  Jesus came to fulfill the Sabbath rest (along with all other laws).  He announced that he is “Lord of the Sabbath,” (Read Mt 12:8) and he invited all who would believe in him to enter into God’s Sabbath rest in him (Read Mt 11:28).  In Christ, we cease from our works (self-righteousness) and gain salvation through faith by grace.  “Let us therefore make every effort to enter that rest” (Heb 4:11).

B.  Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread:  Two separate feasts that merged together.  These celebrated the exodus of Israel from Egypt, the most significant event in Israel’s redemptive history.   The people were required to assemble at the Tabernacle (later the temple) for this event.  The event reminded Israel that they are a people of promise and that God alone rescued them and brought them out of Egypt into the Promised Land.  Leaven represents sin that must be purged from the holy nation and from each person.  Jesus fulfills all aspects of the Passover: sacrificial lamb, redeemer, deliverer, liberator and way into the Promised Land (salvation) (Read Gal 5:1).   First Fruits was celebrated during this festival and presented the first fruits from the Spring harvest to God.  It was a special dedication to the Lord who owns all things and from whom all good things come.  Jesus is the first fruits of the resurrected (1 Cor 15:20).

C.  Feast of Weeks/Pentecost (50 days after the end of the Feast of Unleavened Bread):  It came at the conclusion of grain harvesting and celebrated the Lord as the source of rain and fertility.  It was to be a Sabbath time of joy and thanksgiving.  The leavened loaves of bread and animal offerings provided food for the priests, and God’s instructions were mindful of the poor and needy, as Israel was to remember both with their abundance.  This feast came to commemorate the giving of the law that occurred shortly after the Passover and exodus.  There were 50 days between Christ’s resurrection and Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the believers.  Christ was offered up to God as the wave sheaf (23:11) without leaven (sin/evil).  On Pentecost, the believers became the church offered to God as wave loaves of bread baked with leaven (imperfections/evil met with grace).

D.  Feast of Trumpets: A Sabbath day and a sacred assembly called with trumpet blasts to make offerings to the Lord.  Marked the end of harvest and the beginning of the new year.  For Israel, God called them away from their work to a sacred assembly to worship him and remind them to whom they belonged.  Christians today are to listen for the trumpet call that will gather all believers together to worship God in his dwelling place, or in other words, to look for Christ’s return at the end of this age (1 Thes 4:16).

E.   Day of Atonement:  The day when the high priest entered the Most Holy Place.  A Sabbath of rest and self-denial requiring individual responsibility on a day when the entire nation gathered.  The day when Israel’s sins were forgiven and carried away (discussed in Lev. 16) Christians receive salvation and sanctification in Christ.  We also continue an ongoing process of living out that sanctification and being transformed into his image by the work of the Holy Spirit in us.

F.  Feast of Booths/Tabernacles: It was as ingathering of the fruits of the labor of the field. It began five days after the Day of Atonement.  The people were to live in booths for seven days in remembrance of God bringing them out of Egypt.  They were to bring burnt offerings, grain offering and drink offerings.  Every seventh year, the entire Law was to be read in the assembly.  They were commanded to rejoice before the Lord.  It celebrates God’s provision and returns thanks to him.  The booths remind Christians of our temporary residence on earth and that we will be gathered to our heavenly dwelling place.  

G.  Oil and Bread:  The lamps in the holy place were to be continually kept lighted and 12 loaves of bread were to be always on the table in the Lord’s presence.  This required day-to-day administration and remembrance by the priests and the people.  Jesus is the light of life illuminating the way to the living Father.

F.   Death of a Blasphemer and Laws of Reparation: the entire community was the guardian of the covenant.  God’s judgment is real and punishment for sin is a necessity.  The laws of reparation require restraint and obedience.

G.  Sabbath Year: Every seventh year the land had a Sabbath with no growing, reaping, pruning, etc.  During the year, the people and animals had free reign to go and gather throughout the land.  It reminded people that the land and all in it belonged to God and that they were dependent upon him.  The people would have to trust God for provision during the year (a year of grace?).  Christians are to remember that every good gift comes from God and belongs to him.  We are not to seek to accumulate material possessions (treasure) on earth or become victims of consumerism (Read Mt 6:19-21).  The Sabbath year is reminiscent of Eden.

F.  Year of Jubilee:  (“blowing the ram’s horn”)  Announced on the 50th year (may have been for 49 days after the 49th year [Wright 152]) during the Day of Atonement.  Highlights: freedom and restoration, a return to family property and to clans, no sowing or reaping, basis of economy, redemption, release, protection of the poor and hopeless, care for the alien, kinsman-redeemer, dependence on the blessing of God, and all things belonging to God.  Required obedience of the people and a special blessing of God.  Jesus proclaimed the “Year of Jubilee” at the onset of his ministry (Read Luke 4:16-21); the people react by wanting to throw him off a cliff!

“To apply the jubilee model requires that people face the sovereignty of God, trust his providence, know his redemptive action, experience his atonement, practice his justice and hope in his promise.  The wholeness of the model embraces the church’s evangelistic mission, its personal and social ethics and its future hope.” (Wright) Amen!

Jesus brings Jubilee to those who are slaves to sin, the devil, the curses of the law, and to the fear of death.

Lesson 12
VI.  Blessings or Cursings (Lev 26)

A. Blessings for Faithful Obedience:  material prosperity, peace and security, productivity, favor from God (grace), and the presence of the Lord with them (Read Mt 6:25-33; Rom 8:31-32; 2 Cor 1:20).  The spiritual blessings of forgiveness of sins, holiness, and redemption are prerequisites for the physical blessings.  God reminds them that he has redeemed them and brought them out of bondage into his presence—they already have the blessings.  Now they must be holy because he is holy to continue to live in the blessings. Reminds one of Eden.

B. Curses for Disobedience (rejection and contempt of God’s laws):  terror, disease, defeat in battle, oppression, loss of possessions, exile, hatred by others, humiliation drought and famine, wild animals, hostility from God, plagues, starvation, cannibalism of children, and total destruction of the country.  The curses end with the promise of a remembrance of the covenant by God preventing total annihilation of the people.

C.  Summary:  The ability to bless and curse depends on the sovereignty and interaction of God.  Today in our lives as Christians, we depend on God’s sovereign presence in us and with us to bless us and walk with us.  In the blessings and curses here and in Deut 28, we see the power of God to influence lives (Read Ps 37:3-4).  Jesus demonstrated sovereignty over all the earth in the miracles he did; therefore, we can have the attitude of Paul in Phil 4.   Today, blessings and curses depend on one’s relationship to Jesus, and they are of more of a spiritual or eternal nature than material nature.  Our citizenship is in heaven! (Read Jn 6:28-29).  There is a certain prescribed way of life that facilitates living in the blessings of God.  Much of The New Testament is an elaboration on Jn 6:28-29 for us.  Of course, believers will experience the ultimate life of blessings in heaven.

VII.  Dedication of Vows (Lev 27)

A.  Vows were voluntary.  God instructs the people not to enter into vows lightly but once in a vow to keep it.  Examples: Samuel was vowed to the Lord by his mother.  Acts 5:1-10 shows the voluntary and very serious nature of vows.  Vows ought to flow out of a life committed to the Lord; for example, the tithe represents a life committed to the Lord, and the vow represents a special offering, dedication or sign of increased devotion. 

VIII.  Conclusion Of Bible Study
A.  God says to all: “Come!!!” (Read Heb 10: 19-25 & Rev 22:17)

IX.  Feedback
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