
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ever since meeting the folks at 

Church of the Redeemer for the 

first time and accepting the call to 

become Rector, I feel like I have 

been riding a wave of God's good-

ness.  His goodness has always 

been a reality, but recently, it 

seems more apparent to me than 

ever. 

 

Elizabeth City refers to itself as the 

Harbour of Hospitality.  I think 

Church of the Redeemer serves as 

a spiritual harbour of hospitality 

for all who come through its doors.  

The hospitality that my family has 

received has been overwhelming 

and has been an expression of 

God's love to us.  I have been con-

tinually impressed with how the 

same hospitality shown to us over-

flows through the people of 

Church of the Redeemer to the 

church and wider community. 

 

I find the invitation of Jesus to 

people urging them to ñComeò 

echoed in all of the service and 

ministry at Church of the Re-

deemer.  The hospitality our 

church offers has it foundation in 

the prayers of the people every 

morning. It is developed in the ser-

vice of all who prepare the build-

ing, who prepare the altar, who 

prepare the food and drinks, who 

volunteer in the office and all who 

plan and produce beautiful wor-

ship music.  Our hospitality is ex-

pressed in welcome and greetings, 

in the reading of the word and 

praying of prayers. I hope it is al-

ways expressed in the preaching of 

the gospel and the invitation to the 

Eucharistic meal of the body and 

blood of the Lord.  Every act of 

service of our vestry,  teachers, 

youth and ministry team conveys 

the Lord's hospitality. 

 

Jesus explained to his followers 

that whatever we do to even the 

least of our brothers and sisters we 

do unto him.  By serving each 

other, other Christians and those in 

the world that God is calling, we 

are feeding Jesus, clothing Jesus, 

healing Jesus, visiting Jesus and 

blessing Jesus. 

 

During Holy Week, the hospitality 

of the Lord was expressed in myr-

iad ways: in meals, in washing of 

feet, in Stations of the Cross, in 

songs, stories and drama in the 

church and in the literal public 

square.  Jesus said, ñAnd I, when I 

am lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all people to myself.ò  The 

greatest hospitality we can show to 

people is to lift Jesus up that He 

might draw them to Himself. 

 

I am always eager and proud to 

invite others to visit Church of the 

Redeemer and to join our family.  I 

know that if a stranger comes to a 

worship service, a home group, a 

prayer group or a special event that 

he or she will not be treated as a 

stranger but as a friend and will 

soon be invited to become part of 

God's family. 

 

The ñJust Do Itò challenge pre-

sented to all of our members at the 

congregational meeting is all about 

hospitality.  We are challenged to 

identify our gifts for blessing oth-

ers, to identify people not going to 

church and to invite them to ex-

perience our hospitality and, fi-

nally, to pray about our level of 

giving to assure that the doors of 

the church and the doors of heaven 

remain wide open to bless all who 

come.  Please accept and do this 

challenge. 

 

I give thanks for all of the mem-

bers of Church of the Redeemer, 

and I encourage you to continue to 

share God's love in your hospital-

ity inside and outside the church 

doors.  If you are not participating 

in an ongoing ministry, I hope you 

will review the attached calendar 

and join in the wave of God's 

goodness expressed through our 

church. 

 

God Bless, 

Craig Stephans 
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Priestôs Report                                                                                 Rickie Streenstra 

FROM THE 

BEACHé. 

 

ñThe mission of the 

Anglican Church of the 

Good Shepherd is to 

live with Jesus Christ 

as our Savior and to 

bring others into rela-

tionship with him.ò 

 
 As a new church 

plant by the Church of the 

Redeemer, the Anglican 

Church of the Good Shep-

herd was born on the second 

Sunday of Advent, Decem-

ber 6th, 2009.  We held our 

first worship service at 

Kellyôs Restaurant and Tav-

ern in Nags Head at 5:00 

p.m., offering the work of 

our new congregation to the 

Lord.  The Holy Spirit must 

have implanted the same 

plan in us as He has in our 

Mother Churchðwe have 

been ñrunning to keep up 

with Godò ever since that 

first day! 

 

 We have received 

blessing upon blessing as we 

seek to bring an orthodox 

Anglican witness to the 

Outer Banks.  First, we re-

ceived word from the pastor 

of Grace Lutheran Church 

that his congregation was 

anxious to support us in our 

mission by giving us a place 

to worship and to hold our 

weekly Bible study.  

Through the providence of 

God and the overwhelming 

Christian hospitality of 

Grace Lutheran, we were 

worshiping in a church by 

week two!  At that time our 

Sunday evenings consisted 

of worship at 5:00 followed 

by a simple dinner together 

for conversation and fellow-

ship. 

 

 Keeping up with the 

Lord is breath-taking, as you 

all know.  The Rev. Charles 

Gill and his wife, Della, 

have been with us from the 

beginning.  In January, we 

organized ourselves for min-

istry, and people came for-

ward to serve on the Mission 

Board, to form a prayer 

chain, to schedule lay read-

ers and chalice bearers for 

worship, to do evangelism, 

and to do newcomersô minis-

try.  By the end of the 

month, Charles Gill had left 

the Episcopal Church and 

been welcomed as a priest 

under the jurisdiction of our 

Bishop, the Rt. Rev. John 

Guernsey. 

 

 The Lord kept us on 

the move in March as the 

Mission Board met for the 

first time, and we began or-

ganizing for ALPHA.  Our 

current Sunday schedule is 

worship at 5:00 followed by 

dinner and ALPHA at 6:00.  

We are grateful to Helyne 

Carlson from Redeemer for 

providing us with wonderful 

ALPHA meals. 

 

 We have so much for 

which to give thanks to the 

Lord.  First, we are grateful 

to all of you at the Church of 

the Redeemer.  One 

ñplanterò said that the most 

unselfish act any congrega-

tion can do is to plant a new 

church, for they are doing it 

to further the Kingdom of 

God with no expectation of 

getting anything in return. 

 

As your new church 

plant, we know how blessed 

we are that you brought 

Good Shepherd into being.  

You provided the start-up 

money to get us goingð

paying for our meeting 

place, our advertising, and 

our clergy support.  We are 

happy to say that we are 

pretty self-sufficient finan-

cially right now, even having 

voted to make a weekly con-

tribution to Grace Lutheran.  

The fact that you supply 

clergy leadership for us as 

well as our weekly worship 

bulletin is a bigger blessing 

than you can ever know.   

And we take great comfort 

knowing that you are sur-

rounding us in prayer. 

 

At this point in time, 

we have about twenty-two 

committed members.  We 

know, however, that the 

Lord will continue to send us 

out into His harvest, and we 

are prepared to keep on run-

ning after Him!  Keep pray-

ing for us, and we will keep 

praying for you.  Thank you 

for making all of this possi-

ble! 

Love, 
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Senior Wardenôs Report                                                  Dennis Dudley 

Dear Redeemer Family, 

 The Menôs Prayer 

Group recently celebrated 

their third anniversary.  It is 

truly amazing what God has 

done and continues to do for 

and through those men.  Be-

ginning with three men in 

mid-April of 2007, our num-

bers have increased nearly 

ten-fold including men from 

other churches. 

 Early on, we met 

twice each month but now 

meet every Tuesday morning 

at 7:00 am at City Wine Sel-

lar.  Itôs a great place to meet 

because the coffee and pas-

tries are ready when we get 

there.  Our time together is 

for fellowship, praise, 

prayer, and a mini-lesson 

which varies but is usually 

about Bible-based prayer. 

 The Menôs Prayer 

Group has sponsored Chris-

tian menôs retreats the past 

two years and is planning the 

third retreat for November 5-

7, 2010 at the Eastern 4H 

Center near Columbia.  

Forty-six men attended the 

2008 retreat and 72 in 

2009ðthatôs a 62% in-

crease!  It is exciting to an-

ticipate Godôs plan for the 

2010 retreat. 

 I have been in prayer 

lately seeking to understand 

why God has blessed our 

menôs group so abundantly 

and how that applies to other 

Redeemer ministries.  I be-

lieve we are so blessed be-

cause we are being faithful 

and obedient to His will for 

us.  Godôs Word tells us that 

ñthe Lord rewards every 

man for his righteousness 

and faithfulnessò (1 Samuel 

26:23) and that ña faithful 

man will be richly 

blessedò (Proverbs 28:20). 

 Want more bless-

ings?  Try being more faith-

ful and obedient to His will 

for you. 

Yours in Christ,  

Dennis 

Junior Wardenôs Report                                                  Dick Bruerton 

We have accomplished all 

that was set to be done.  

There remains what I call -

we would like projects-and 

they will depend on fi-

nances.  It has cost a lot of 

money to get to this point 

and we want to make sure it 

is worth the expense. 

 

Now the hard part begins.  

We need to keep the Church 

and grounds clean and in 

good repair.  One thing I 

learned over the years as  

Plant Engineer is that if you 

keep something clean and in 

good repair, it will last a 

long time and a lot of money 

can be saved. 

 

 

Therefore I am asking for  

your help so I can stay some-

what retired and do minor  

inexpensive things once in 

awhile, like mow the lawn 

with Fred; volunteer what-

ever time you can and make 

sure everyone cleans up after 

every function, and if you 

see  something that needs 

repaired let me know via the 

suggestion box, verbally, if 

you feel so inclined fix it and 

let me know after the fact. 

 

Remember: This is Godôs 

House and our Church and 

only through our individual 

efforts can we keep it in 

good condition. 

 

Doing Godôs Work, 

Dick 

  

Sam Moncla getting the Prayer 

Room ready for all our prayers! 

Larry Dunstan doing some 

painting around the  

Fellowship Hall. 
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Everyone is invited to a cookout, campfire, and  
Sing Along! 

Date: Sunday, May 23rd  
Time: 7pm  

Location: Church of the Redeemer  
207 Highway 343 South in Camden 

We will provide drinks and chargrilled hotdogs.  Please 
bring a side dish or dessert and your lawn chairs.  

For more information: 
call 337-7177or  
visit our website at 
www.anglicanchurchoftheredeemer.org  

Mark your Calendar you donôt want to miss this! 

Our Bishop John Guernsey  

will be coming to Redeemer on  

July 16-18th.   

He will be teaching a Bible study on Friday night 

and Saturday.   On Sunday, at the 10:30 service, 

the Bishop will lay hands on those wanting to be 

confirmed.  Please call the Church Office at 337-

7177 to sign up for the Confirmation Classes. 
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Craig Stephansô Ordination               
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Young Anglicans Y A

Young Anglicans meet every Wednesday 

at Marinerôs Wharf 

5:30pm Games 

6:30pmï Dinner 

7:00pmï Bible Studyï Jonah 

 

 

 

Young Anglicans at Marinerôs Wharf 

Max  

Jolley  

For 

 achieving 

the  

highest 

award in 

scouts 

ñThe  

Eagle 

Scoutò 

 

Taylor  

Cannon  

received a 

full D -1  

athletic 

scholarship 

at UNC in  

Charlotte!  

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS  FLOW!  


